To Whom it May Concern

Julie Biggs was the conductor of the Viva I'ltalia Choir from 2013 to 2024. The choir was formed in the
fall of 2011 to commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the Unification of Italy, thus the name Viva
LItalia. Its mission was and continues to be to promote Italian language and culture through music and
songs and to provide adult members an opportunity to enjoy the intrinsic benefits of singing, which are
many and are well documented. | have served as the Choir Director since its inception.

Acquiring the services of Julie as the Choir Conductor was for us a major accomplishment. Under Julie
the Choir, consisting of between 25 to 30 adults, both Italian and non-Italian speaking members, has
developed and flourished considerably. Julie has Master’s degree in Music; she is an accomplished
musician and singer as well as owner of the Winnipeg Conservatory of Music. In addition to her very high
level of talent, skills and professional abilities in pursuit of excellence, Julie brought with her a love of
Italian music and culture, much patience and a high level of commitment and reliability. The choir under
her direction has flourished considerably, developing a repertoire of over 100 songs varying from
classical, Neapolitan and popular/traditional/folk music. Our annual public performances have been
many and have included cultural events, fundraising events, volunteer events and multicultural events
with the Ukrainian, Polish and Chinese communities in Winnipeg.

Julie turned out to be a natural fit for us. Her musical talents and abilities are impressive. Her
compassion and positive demenour, her understanding of the human condition, her strong desire and
commitment to see us succeed, all of us felt it deeply. She captivated us with her enthusiasm, and we
responded in a very positive way. Over ten years have gone by and she kept us all together. We have
performed in a variety of venues and special occasions and we have improved immensely under her
direction. We also have had lots of fun in the process. Yes, | can truly say that we have learned to sing
together in unison, with one voice, and the sound that comes out is wonderful and melodic.

Our ltalian community has also enjoyed Julie’s solo performances at Cabarets and special community
events held at our Cultural Centre, singing both Italian and non-Italian songs. Julie’s vocal style is very
popular and unmatched for its bright lyric quality and versatility.

For her significant contributions to classical music in Winnipeg, the Italian Community in 2019 honored
Julie with the Person of the Year Award at the 21st Annual Evening of Light Opera, a well-deserved
recognition for her lifelong commitment and dedication as a music director, as an entrepreneur, as a
music teacher, as a music conductor and as a performer.

Our Choir over this period has been bestowed with many blessings: the enjoyment and cheerfulness of
singing together, the long-lasting friendships that have been made, the calmness and harmony that we
have experienced in our weekly rehearsals and the joy and comfort our performances has brought to our
audiences. Not only has the singing made us feel better, it has made us better people, and for this we are
truly grateful.
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